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that of substance or cause), he accepted Locke's theory of knowledge (in
recognising " ideas of relation " and especially in his view of mathematical
proof). In his classification of relations Hume anticipated the deduction
of the categories. " But if Hume was the Copernicus of the new way of
investigatingthe phenomena of the mind, Kant must be regarded as its
Newton." The final result of philosophical development is, that absolute
certainty is unattainable; the image of the veiled Isis described by
Plutarch" still remains the symbol of the reality of things : we must
therefore act on probabilities. This conclusion had already Deen reached
by Hume when he said that his philosophical scepticism disappeared in
practical life. Here there is agreement with the school of common-sense,
weid's insistence on the necessity of acting according to the natural
view of the reality of objects was therefore superfluous as against Hume.
On the speculative side the " natural realism " of Hamilton, equally with
that of Reid, completely fails as an attempt to answer either Hume or
Berkeley. Hume, while anticipating the philosophy of common-sense
(and at the same time Kant's doctrine of the practical reason), carried out
his speculative philosophy to the most consistent idealism possible. In
saying that "the idea of existence is the very same with the idea of
what we conceive to be existent," he unconsciously reproduces the con-
clusion of Parmenides and anticipates HegeL

Social History of the Race* of Mankind. First Division : ' Nigritians'. By
A. FEATHEBMAN. London : Triibner, 1886. Pp. r r v i , 800.

The fifth, but first-published, division (' Aranueans') of this extensive
work, was noticed in MIND XXV., 143, just after its appearance in 1881.
Now that the first has followed, the other four divisions of the author's
scheme ('Melanesions,' ' Maranonians,' 'Turanians,' 'Iranians') may be
expected at shorter intervals, for he states that he has six other volumes
ready for the press and that the whole work may thus be completed
within three or four years. The industry shown by the author in collating
the mass of literature bearing upon the seventy or more tribes which he
distinguishes within the Nigritian stock—"the most ancient of all the
types of mankind," as he considers it—is truly astonishing. His account
of the physical, mental and social characteristics of each is set out accord-
ing to the same scheme as he had employed in his former volume, but he
gives the scheme now, in his present preface, the more explicit statement
which before was wanting. Comparison is also aided by a very useful
index. The author wishes his wort in its entirety to be " considered as a
manual of Sociology—a science as yet non-existent, but which, it is hoped,
some man of genius will now be able to create with the elements here
systematically arranged and placed at his disposal for judicious elabora-
tion ". Here he appears to betray ignorance of the constructive work done
by others of late years ; nor, it must be added, are his sources of informa-
tion, as to facts, always of as recent date as they might be.

Phases of Opinion and Experience during a long Life. An Autobiography
by CHARLES BRAT, Author of The Philosophy of Necessity, dc Lon-
don : Longmans, Green. Pp. 284, is.

The author of The Philosophy of Necessity (1841, 2nd ed. 1861) died on
the 6th October last at the age of 73. Three weeks before his death, and
not expecting to survive above a month, he dictated a few sentences of
striking " Conclusion" to these autobiographical chapters, which he had
lying by him in printed form since 1882. An Appendix (pp. 207-84) is
made up of reflections and quotations on the topics that had interested
him through life, jotted down from the beginning of 1884. The book
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is a curious medley, but contains passages that deserve reading for
their honesty of thought and straightforward expression, and gives
throughout a picture of fine cheery stoicism and beneficent helpfulness in
the man. An enthusiastic phrenologist, while he dabbled in matters of
philosophy, he was not able, as he tells us at p. 24, to think well of this
Journal; finding it (as some others do not) too "purely metaphysical" I

Note* on Inductive Logic (Book L) Being an Introduction to Mill's
Syitem of Logic By THOMAS WOODHOUSE LEVIN, M.A., &c. Cam-
bridge : Deighton, Bell Pp. 150.

Twelve Lectures in two Parts, following on an introductory Historical
.Retrospect (pp. 1-19). Part i. gives " explanations of notions and terms
which were once specialised technicalities of logical science but which are
now so interwoven with current modes of thought and expression that a
familiarity with their meaning is an indispensable p^irt of all literary
training " ; also some account of Syllogism. In Part li. the author seeks
by a " more accurate definition of the sphere of Causal Induction" to
remove " the ambiguities and inconsistencies" attaching to Mill's other-
wise " profound and exhaustive treatment" of the Experimental Methods
of Induction, which " constitute the rational procedure of all Experience
and the Logic of Facts". In another publication to follow, he will deal
with the causes and remedies of Intellectual Error, expanding the topic
commonly discussed as Fallacies in the logical books.

Sympneumata or Evolutionary Forces now active in Man. Edited by
LAURENCE OLIPHANT. Edinburgh and London : Blackwood & Sons,
1886. Pp. xiv., 288.

Man: Fragments of Forgotten History. By Two Chelas in the Theo-
sophical Society. London : Reeves & Turner, 1885. Pp. xxviiL, 165.

These two works are of a class hardly to be reckoned with in a journal
of such humble pretensions as MIND. In the first, Mr. Oliphant, " on the
slope of Mount Carmel," takes down from the lips of an unnamed seer (or
seeress) a revelation of the past and future of the race which goes far
beyond any instruction that so-called history and science have been
supposed to yield ; and takes it down so faithfully withal that he has not
in general thought it necessary to give literary form to the curiously per-
plexed and cumbrous language of the deliverances. In the other volume,
the two "Chelas" (or seekers after "Esoteric Doctrine," one of them
Eastern and the other a Western—with the more florid fancy of the two)
take down from their " Master " some better-written fragments of a story
which makes the same claim to be the absolute and deepest truth about man,
though it is not the same story. Not that the two revelations have not
their points of contact: both, for example, have it that man was originally
bisexual (though again they differ in their account of how the divarication
came to pass). Sympneumata is indeed mainly concerned with the problem
of the recovery of the lost " biunity " ; each human defective having now
to find his or her sympneumatic complement. When these disclosers of a
verity not to be attained by the methods that pass as scientific can agree
among themselves, they may have a stronger claim on the attention of
those whose "science" certainly leaves them with plenty of ifmorance.
Both books have meanwhile the merit of indicating how great that
ignorance may be.

Philosophy and Faith: A Plea for Agnostic Belief. By JAMES M. HODGSON,
D.Sc, Professor of Apologetics, Lancashire Independent College,
Manchester. London : Simpkin, Marshall, 1885. Pp. 31. .

" The aim of this paper is, first, to inquire to what extent the contents
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